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November 7, 2008

Dear Parents/Guardians:

On Tuesday, November 11, 2008, The Stadium School has been invited to present to the Baltimore City School Commissioners in reference to becoming a Charter School. This has been a long and arduous process, which began several years ago. The rationale for becoming a charter school is reflected in the second attachment; however, in short, we want the Baltimore City School Commissioners to formularize and legitimize the autonomy that has been afforded TSS since 1994. We want adequate funding that is representative of our student population, our mission, our vision; in ordinance with the charter school model of funding. It is sort of like “Taxation with representation.”  We are being held accountable for our academic progress, but without the resources and funding we are entitled too.  Note if we had been a charter school for this SY 2008-2009 there would not have been a need to increase enrollment, to offset a deficit in funds and there would not have been a loss of staff.  Moreover, our lack of funding for the past two years has contributed to decreased test scores, i.e. missing AYP in math by .6 percent, which we feel is due in some part to the lack of tangible and human resources. 

On Tuesday, November 11, 2008, We need every faculty and staff member, every student, every parent, and all community members who believe in the school and its purpose to serve students, to be represented at this presentation.  We will have only 5 minutes to present our case and maybe a few minutes to respond to questions.  Please join me as we rally for charter school status.  It will benefit all of us and secure the future of The Stadium School.  If we ever need you, we need you now.  We are asking you to be at the Alice Pinderhughes Building, 200 E. North Avenue on Tuesday, November 11, 2008 boardroom at 5:30 p.m.  

Finally, fifteen years ago, we fought for the right to become the first public school in Maryland to be designed and operated in collaboration with teachers and parents and despite all the naysayers, “We won!”  Consequently, 80% of TSS graduates have gone on to City-wide high schools; 90% of eligible TSS graduates have completed their high school requirements; many are graduates of prominent Universities and Colleges and scores are productive U.S. citizens, who contribute to their community and are making a difference.  This is the exact reason the school was created and designed.  To legitimize and formulize TSS as a charter school would bring us full circle to its intended purpose and it is a Win – Win for our entire Professional Learning Community, the City of Baltimore, Baltimore City Schools, and the 21st Century Global workforce. 

Please come out and support the effort to become a charter school on Tuesday, November 11, 2008 200 E. North Ave. at 5:30 pm; we can not do this without you!
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